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Selling a home today is 
not like it used to be. To-
day’s competitive hous-
ing market is dominated 
by younger buyers looking 
for move-in ready prop-
erty. With over 95 percent 
of these buyers shopping 
online for homes, getting 
top dollar for your prop-
erty means more than put-
ting flowers in a vase and 
cookies in the oven.

 According to a National 
Association of Realtors sur-
vey, the bulk of the hous-
ing market over the next 
15 years will come from re-
tiring boomers, most with 
homes built before 1990. 
These sellers need to step 
back and look at their home 
with a critical eye. Making 
investments in updating 

outdated flooring, paint-
ing, decluttering, and even 
investing in professional 
staging is a good place to 
start to appeal to these de-
manding buyers and not 
face a price reduction. 

Patti Stern, principal, in-
terior decorator and pro-
fessional stager of PJ & Co. 
Staging and Interior Deco-
rating of Cheshire has been 
decorating and staging 
homes across New England 
since 2005 and was recently 
awarded the Best of Houzz 
Award for Customer Satis-
faction. The following are 
some of her suggestions for 
sellers to prepare their home 
for market in order to sell 
quickly and for top dollar.

Consider every room in 
your home valuable real es-
tate when you are market-
ing your property for sale, 
and look at them objec-
tively.

Remember that today’s 
buyers have no vision and 
need to be able to envision 
their own furnishings in 
the space, both online and 
in person.

Don’t be afraid to hire a 
professional stager who can 
save you time and money 
and help you get your prop-
erty sold, often for top dollar.

Declutter — remove any-
thing that is distracting 
and let each room breathe 
to help potential buyers fo-
cus on the room’s features 
and size.

Simple updates such as 
replacing light fixtures and 
hardware, painting cabi-
netry and replacing coun-
ter tops can boost a home’s 
value and mean the differ-
ence between a quick sale 
or a price reduction if it sits 
on the market too long.

Create as much empty 
storage space in closets and 

drawers as possible. 
Rearrange furniture and 

put away excessive pieces to 
simplify and make the room 
appear larger.

Refresh walls, rugs and 
window treatments — re-
move dated wallpaper and 
choose neutral paint colors 
that will appeal to all.

Br ighten and add 
warmth by opening cur-
tains wide and replacing 
light fixtures that are out-
dated and not working 
properly.

Make it shine — clean, 
dust and vacuum all sur-
faces so they sparkle.

Add fresh style with up-
dated and cheerful accesso-
ries such as bright colored 
pillows, lamps, and coordi-
nating wall art.

Patti Stern, principal, in-
terior decorator and profes-
sional stager of PJ & Com-
pany Staging and Interior 

Decorating, has been dec-
orating and staging homes 
since 2005. PJ & Company 
is one of the top staging 
firms in Connecticut and 
was recently awarded the 
2015 Best of Houzz Award 
for Customer Satisfaction. 
She and her team provide 
turnkey, full service home-
staging and interior dec-
orating to clients across 
Connecticut, New York and 
Massachusetts. She also de-
veloped an award winning 

staging program for luxury 
home builder Toll Brothers. 

Patti has been featured 
in Connecticut Magazine, 
the Hartford Courant, Dan-
bury News-Times and on 
NBC Connecticut and FOX 
TV.  She is a regular con-
tributor to the National As-
sociation of Realtor’s blog, 
“Style, Staged and Sold.”

For more information, 
contact Patti Stern at 203-
640-3762 or patti@pjstag-
ingdecorating.com.

ALL THE  WORLD’S A STAGE

Time spent preparing home for sale pays off

The June 2015 issue features:
• Family attractions that will thrill & inspire

• Local food festivals & must-try ice cream shops

• The history of Connecticut spies and covert ops

• and much, much more!

On Sale Now!

CONNECTICUT
M A G A Z I N E

203.789.5394 | connecticutmag.com

“The magazine Connecticut lives by” Pick up a copy at
your local grocer,

pharmacy, newsstand
or book store.
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A Summer School for
9th - 12th Grade Students,

Featuring Online Blended Learning

(203) 498-6800
www.aces.org/summer-academy

To learn more, visit
middlesexhospital.org/better

HOWMUCH

BETTER
DOYOU
WANT TO GET?

When it comes to physical rehabilitation, the facility you

choose and the therapists treating you can make all the

difference in the world. At Middlesex Hospital Physical

Rehabilitation Center, you’ll be cared for by some of the

most highly educated, expertly certified therapists in the

state. You’ll benefit from some of the most innovative

techniques and advanced equipment available. And you’ll

undergo a program that’s individually tailored to your

specific needs at every stage of your treatment. Providing

physical rehabilitation that’s a step above the rest—that’s

The Smarter Choice for Care.

Make the Smarter Choice for Your
Physical, Occupational or Speech Therapy
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